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Toddler

Relationships

Every family spends at least 2 hours a month in the classroom during a 
“teacher assistant” shift. 

The TA shift provides parents opportunities:
*  to be partners in their children’s education and development at home and  
 at Explore and Discover;
*  to communicate with teachers regularly;
*  to meet and interact with other children in the class;
*  to show their children that the classroom is an extension of their home and  
 family life;

*  to see classroom rules, expectations, and routines in action

Criteria Met

1.A.01  Teachers work in partnership with families, establishing and maintaining regular, on 
 going, two-way communication.

1.A.03  Teachers communicate with family members on an ongoing basis to  
 a. learn about children’s individual needs.
 b. ensure a smooth transition between home and program.

1.A.05  Teachers share information with families about classroom rules, expectations and  
 routines not only at enrollment but also as needed throughout the year.

Rosemary’s father, Andrew, reads a book to Rosemary  
and her peers during his teacher assistant shift.
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Toddler

Relationships

Each morning families are welcomed by the teachers.

7HDFKHUV�ÀQG�RXW�DERXW�DQ\�FRQFHUQV�WKDW�IDPLOLHV�PD\�KDYH�DQG�UHDVVXUH�WKH�

families that have a hard time leaving their children.

Criteria Met

1.A.04 Teachers are sensitive to family concerns and reassure family members who are 
 concerned about leaving children in a non-family care.

A teacher helps child say good-bye to her parent.
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Relationships

Teachers support children as they practice social skills and build 
friendships by getting down to the children’s eye levels and using 
calm voices to talk about feelings.  
Teachers help children enter into play by using words to help the other children 
understand how someone is feeling. “I see Kaya is upset and would like to play 
in the water also.” 

Criteria Met

1.C.03  Teaching staff support children as they practice social skills and build friendships by  
 helping them 

 a. enter into,
 b. sustain, and
 c. enhance play

1.D.04   Teachers help children talk about 
 a. their own and 
 b. others’ emotions.
    They provide opportunities for children to 
 c. explore a wide range of feelings and the different ways that those feelings can  
 be expressed.

In this photo we see a teacher talking to a child that is having a  
hard time joining into water play.
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Relationships

Teachers treat all children with equal respect and talk with children 
about differences we may all have. They make sure they never use 
stereotypes in language. 

Each classroom has books that show differing abilities, and ethnic or cultural 
backgrounds.

Criteria Met

1.D.01  Teaching staff counter potential bias and discrimination by 
 a. treating all children with equal resect and consideration.
 b. initiating activities and discussions that build positive self-identity and    
 teach valuing of differences.
 c. intervening when children tease or reject others.
 d. providing models and visual images of adult roles, differing abilities, and ethnic or  
 cultural backgrounds that counter stereotypical limitations.
 e. avoiding stereotypes in language references.

Teacher Emily welcomes the children to touch her head.  
Emily has alopecia, a condition that prevents her from growing hair. 
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Relationships

There is a daily large group time in the toddler classroom. All children 
are welcome to participate, though all are free to come and go from 
group as they wish.

During group, the class welcomes each other, sings songs, reads 
books, talks about classroom culture, daily plans, activities, and  
ongoing projects.

Criteria Met

1.D.02  Teachers provide children opportunities to develop the classroom community  
 through participation in decision making about classroom 

 a. rules, 
 b. plans, and 

 c. activities

Chelsea sits with group of children at group. On this day, the children chose 
WR�EULQJ�EORFNV�WR�JURXS��ZKLFK�LQÁXHQFHG�WKH�JURXS�GLVFXVVLRQ��7KH\�WDONHG�
about building and planned to incorporate the blocks in the rest of their day.
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The schedule has time allotted for indoor and outdoor experiences, 
rest, play, creativity, large and small group experiences, and child-
initiated activities. Our schedules are not rigid, though. They are a 
basis to allow the children to have some idea of what to expect next 
throughout their day. They are simply guidelines, and are adjusted as 
needed throughout the day, based on the needs and interests of the 
children. 

Criteria Met

2.A.07  The curriculum guides the development of a daily schedule that is predictable yet  
� ÁH[LEOH�DQG�UHVSRQVLYH�WR�LQGLYLGXDO�QHHGV�RI�WKH�FKLOGUHQ���7KH�VFKHGXOH�
 a. provides time and support for transitions.
 b. includes both indoor and outdoor experiences.
 c. is responsive to a child’s need to rest or be active.

2.A.11  The schedule  
 a. provides children learning opportunities, experiences, and projects that extend  
 over the course of several days and incorporates time for:
 b. play
 c. creative expression
 d. large-group
 e. small-group and
 f. child-initiated activity

Toddler Room Schedule
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(DFK�FODVVURRP�LQFOXGHV�PDWHULDOV�UHÁHFWLQJ�WKH�GLYHUVLW\�
found in society, including baby dolls and books including 
people of various races and ethnicities. There are also 
PDWHULDOV�VXFK�DV�ERRNV��WR\V��DQG�LPDJHV�UHÁHFWLQJ�WKH�
different roles people may have in their homes and society.

Criteria Met

2.A.08 0DWHULDOV�DQG�HTXLSPHQW�XVHG�WR�LPSOHPHQW�WKH�FXUULFXOXP�UHÁHFW�WKH�OLYHV�RI�WKH� 
 children and families as well as the diversity found in society, including 
 a. gender, 
 b. age, 
 c. language, and 
 d. abilities
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The above images 
show how our  
curriculum lends itself 
to all aspects of NAEYC 
highlighted content 
and concepts.

Criteria Met

2.A.10  The curriculum guides teachers to incorporate content, concepts and activities that   
 foster  
 a. social,  b. emotional, 
 c. physical,  d. language, and  
 e. cognitive development 
 f. integrate key areas of content, including literacy, mathematics, science,  
 technology, creative expression and the arts, heath and safety and social studies

social emotional physical

language cognitive literacy

mathematics & science arts
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The above images show the toddler classroom and playground and examples 
RI�FKLOGUHQ�XVLQJ�WKH�VSDFHV�IRU�JURVV��DQG�ÀQH�PRWRU�DFWLYLWLHV�

The teachers at E&D offer open ended environments and  
provocations that allow for self-initiated movement, the development 
of coordination, balance and perceptual-motor integration. 

Criteria Met

2.C.01 Infants and toddlers/twos are provided 
 a. an environment that allows them to move freely and achieve mastery of their  
 bodies through self-initiated movement.

They have multiple opportunities to practice emerging skills in
 b. coordination, movement, and balance, and
 C. perceptual-motor integration
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Criteria Met

2.C.02�� ,QIDQWV�DQG�WRGGOHUV�WZRV�KDYH�PXOWLSOH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�GHYHORS�ÀQH�PRWRU�VNLOOV�E\� 
� DFWLQJ�RQ�WKHLU�HQYLURQPHQWV�XVLQJ�WKHLU�KDQGV�DQG�ÀQJHUV�LQ�D�YDULHW\�RI� 
 age-appropriate ways.

2.C.03�� &KLOGUHQ�DUH�SURYLGHG�YDULHG�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�DQG�PDWHULDOV�WKDW�VXSSRUW�ÀQH�PRWRU� 
 development.

7KH�DERYH�LPDJHV�LOOXVWUDWH�VRPH�RI�WKH�PDQ\�ÀQH�PRWRU�
experiences available in the toddler room. 

The toddler teachers offer a variety of open-ended experiences and 
HQJDJLQJ�PDWHULDOV�WKDW�FKLOGUHQ�PD\�XVH�WR�GHYHORS�WKHLU�ÀQH�PRWRU�
skills. 
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The children visited the 
library for story time in 
English, French, and 
Spanish.

A father reads a story  
to his son and other  
toddlers during his  
drop-off routine.

A child practices his  
writing and drawing 
skills.

At E&D, teachers, parents, and children incorporate language and 
OLWHUDF\�LQWR�HYHU\�DFWLYLW\�DQG�HYHU\�PRPHQW�RI�WKH�GD\��6SHFLÀF�
activities are intentionally planned to promote language and literacy 
skills. However, most of the learning comes from child-initiated  
exploration of materials, combined with conversations with peers  
and adults during exploration.

All parents and children at Explore and Discover speak English. When 
families use other languages, we work with them to incorporate those 
languages into classroom activities. Often, parents come to E&D to 
teach staff and other children their languages and culture.

Criteria Met

2.D.02  Children are provided opportunities to experience oral and written communication  
 in a language their families uses or understands.

2.D.04  Children have varied opportunities to develop vocabulary through conversations,  
� H[SHULHQFHV��ÀHOG�WULSV��DQG�ERRNV�
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7KH�WHDFKHUV�DW�(	'�DUH�FRPPLWWHG�WR�RIIHULQJ�ERWK�ÀQJHU�SOD\�� 
rhyming and singing experiences everyday and various book and  
representational exposure.

The images above show a variety of reading experiences as well as group  
music times. 

Criteria Met

2.E.01 Infants  have varied opportunities to experience songs, rhymes, routine games, and   
 books through
 a. individualized play that includes simple rhymes, songs, and interactive games
 b. daily opportunities for each child to hear and respond to various types of books,  
 including picture books, wordless books and books and rhymes
 C. access to durable books that enable children’s independent exploration
 d. experiences that help them understand that pictures represent real things in their  
 environment.
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Criteria Met

2.E.03  Children have opportunities to become familiar with print. They are actively involved in  
 making sense of print, and they have opportunities to become familiar with, recognize,  
 and use print that is accessible throughout the classroom: 
 a. Items belonging to a child are labelled with his or her name 
 b. Materials are labelled. 
 c. Print is used to describe some rules and routines. 
 d. Teaching staff help children recognize print and connect it to spoken words.

At Explore and Discover, children are surrounded by meaningful 
images and text. The teachers incorporate text into cubby labels and 
documentation that is at children’s eye levels. They also interact with 
children while reading and writing.
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The toddlers sing 
“Peter Hammer”  
in group, which 
involves counting 
to ten.

Explore and Discover makes a variety of materials available to the 
children at all times, including materials of various size, shapes,  
patterns, quantities, and colors. The toddler room is currently working 
on a project around momentum that supports their learning of  
VFLHQWLÀF�DQG�PDWKHPDWLFDO�FRQFHSWV�

Criteria Met

2.F.01  Infants and toddlers/twos are provided varied opportunities and materials to 
 a. use language, gestures, and materials to convey mathematical concepts such as  
 more and less and big and small.  
 b. see and touch different shapes, sizes, colors, and patterns.  
 c. build number awareness, using objects in the environment. 
 d. read books that include counting and shapes.
2.F.02 Children are provided varied opportunities and materials to build understanding of  
 numbers, number names, and their relationship to object quantities and to symbols.
2.F.03  Children are provided varied opportunities and materials to categorize by one or  
 two attributes such as shape, size, and color.
2.G.01 Infants and toddlers/twos are provided varied opportunities and materials to 
 a. use their senses to learn about objects in the environment. 
 b. discover that they can make things happen and solve simple problems.
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The Reggio approach focuses on creative expression in many forms. 
We believe that children express themselves with over a hundred  
languages, including through art, music, dance, drama, construction, 
and written/oral language.

Criteria Met

2.J.01  Children are provided varied opportunities to gain an appreciation of 
 a. art,  b. music,  c. drama, and  d.�GDQFH�LQ�ZD\V�WKDW�UHÁHFW�FXOWXUDO�GLYHUVLW\�
2.J.02  Infants and toddlers/twos are provided varied opportunities to explore and  
 manipulate age-appropriate art materials.
2.J.03  Infants and toddlers/twos have varied opportunities to express themselves creatively  
 through freely moving to music. Toddlers/twos have varied opportunities to engage  
 in pretend or imaginative play.
2.J.04  Children are provided varied opportunities to learn new concepts and vocabulary  
 related to 
 a. art,  b. music,  c. drama, and  d. dance.
2.J.05  Children are provided varied opportunities to develop and widen their repertoire of  
 skills that support artistic expression (e.g., cutting, gluing, and caring for tools).
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Health and safety are important to the staff and families at E&D. Children  
explore concepts around sleeping, eating, hygiene, health, and nutrition 
through daily routines, play, and exploration. They are encouraged to assist 
with hand washing, eating, and putting themselves to sleep.

Criteria Met

2.K.01  Children are provided varied opportunities and materials that encourage good  
 health practices such as serving and feeding themselves, rest, good nutrition,  
 exercise, hand washing, and tooth brushing.

2.K.02  Children are provided varied opportunities and materials to help them learn about  
 nutrition, including 
 a. identifying sources of food and 
 b. recognizing [healthy foods], 
 c. preparing [healthy foods], 
 d. eating [healthy foods], and 
 e. valuing healthy foods.
2.K.03  Children are provided varied opportunities and materials that increase their  
 awareness of safety rules in their 
 a. classroom, 
 b. home, and community.
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Children in this picture are 
reading their diarios with 
their teacher to remember 
past experiences and plan 
for the day. One of the 
children said,  
 “It’s my whole life!”

Children working together 
on a group painting project

Children sweeping the room 
after exploring corn meal. 
Cleaning together fosters 
a sense of belonging to a 
group and caring for their 
environment.

Criteria Met

2.L.01  Children are provided varied learning opportunities that foster positive identity and  
 an emerging sense of  
 a. self and  
 b. others.
2.L.02  Children are offered opportunities to become a part of the classroom community so  
 that each child feels accepted and gains a sense of belonging.
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The children of E&D are exposed to community roles and diversity through  
EXJJ\�ULGHV��FODVVURRP�H[SHULHQFHV��ÀHOG�WULSV�DQG�SDUHQW�LQYROYHPHQW��7KH�
families at E&D are all different, giving children exposure to many different 
types of social roles, family structures, languages, ages, and genders through 
their E&D community.

7KH�FODVVURRP�PDWHULDOV�UHÁHFW�WKLV�GLYHUVLW\��WKURXJK�WR\V�DQG�DUW�PDWHULDOV�IURP�GLI-
IHUHQW�FXOWXUHV�DQG�SODFHV��SKRWRV�RI�IDPLOLHV��DQG�ERRNV�UHÁHFWLQJ�D�GLYHUVH�ZRUOG�

Criteria Met

2.L.03  Children are provided varied opportunities and materials to build their understanding  
 of diversity in 
 a. culture, b. family structure, c. ability, d. language, e. age,  
 f. gender in non-stereotypical ways.
2.L.04  Children are provided opportunities and materials to explore social roles in the family  
 and workplace through play.
2.L.05  Children are provided varied opportunities and materials to learn about the  
 community in which they live.

A teacher reads to toddler 
and infant siblings

Toddlers work on a 
group project

An E&D family  
during a TA shift

Class trip to story time  
at the library

Children on a buggy ride 
in the neighborhood A child explores 

materials and food from 
a classmate’s culture.
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Criteria Met

3.A.01  Teaching staff, program staff or both work as a team to implement daily teaching  
 and learning activities, including Individualized Family Service Plans (IFSPs),  
 Individualized Education Programs (IEPs), and other individual plans as needed.

None of the toddlers currently enrolled at E&D have IFSPs. 

The toddler teaching team meets formally for half an hour a week to 
discuss their observations for the week and to plan for environmental 
changes, projects, and investigations.

Observations include the following: children’s development, chil-
dren’s comfort in the classroom, group and individual interests, how 
children are using the materials available, new materials that would 
be useful, environmental changes, where the children are in the in-
vestigation, follow-up provocations, documentation possibilities, ways 
to include families, and ways to meet the needs of individualized 
needs of children. 

Teachers also have informal or unscheduled time during the week 
(usually during nap or on Thursdays when E&D has an extra staff 
member) to work on documentation and planning.

E&D curriculum 
model 
(observation 
and 
documentation 
are crucial 
elements.)

Sample observation and 
planning form
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Criteria Met

3.A.06  7HDFKHUV�FUHDWH�FODVVURRP�GLVSOD\V�WKDW�KHOS�FKLOGUHQ�UHÁHFW�RQ�DQG�H[WHQG�WKHLU� 
 learning, 
 b. to ensure that children’s recent works predominate in classroom displays (e.g., art,  
 emergent writing, graphic representation, and three-dimensional creations), and 
 c. to ensure that some displays are at children’s eye level.

The staff of E&D and the Reg-
gio approach emphasize the 
importance documentation. 
Children, staff, and families 
XVH�LW�WR�UHÁHFW�RQ�WKH�ZRUN�LQ�
progress, for future planning, 
and to initiate conversations 
about learning.

The child in this image is helping to hang documentation at his level. The image 
WR�WKH�ULJKW�LV�WKH�ÀQLVKHG�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�FKLOGUHQ·V�ZRUN��

Long term investigations are doc-
umented as they are in process as 
well as when they are completed. 
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Criteria Met

3.A.07 Teaching staff and children work together to arrange classroom materials in predict-
DEOH�ZD\V�VR�FKLOGUHQ�NQRZ�ZKHUH�WR�ÀQG�WKLQJV�DQG�ZKHUH�WR�SXW�WKHP�DZD\�

Staff use observations of children’s play to decide which materi-
als to include and where they should be placed in the classroom or 
outside. The materials are organized in predictable ways and, when 
possible, are accessible to children. Many materials are labelled 
with photographs, indicating where in the classroom they should be 
placed. Materials are moved based on observations of  
children’s use or to further learning.

The Reggio Emilia approach teaches us that the environment is one 
of the children’s teachers. The staff are very intentional about arrang-
ing the environment in ways that will enhance children’s learning and 
exploration.
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The Reggio Emilia approach is based on a strong image of the child. 
The teachers at E&D believe that children are strong, competent, 
and autonomous. It is our job to offer assistance and support when 
needed and to respect their natural inclinations to learn to care for 
themselves and to challenge themselves to grow and learn. We  
support them as they learn to care about their emotions and as they 
develop empathy. They are given opportunities to practice these 
skills and prove their competencies everyday. 

Kaya climbs the 
structure on her own. 

Bronson comforts his 
friend. 

Maizy shows her ability 
to safely use glass 
materials. 

Criteria Met

3.B.02 Teaching staff create and maintain a setting in which children of differing abilities can 
progress, with guidance, toward increasing levels of 
 a. autonomy,  b. responsibility, and  c. empathy.
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Criteria Met

3.B.11  Teaching staff create a climate of mutual respect for children by being interested in  
 their 
 a. ideas, 
 b. experiences, and 
 c. products.

The children initiated book sharing. 
Their teacher involved herself in this 
exploration. 

The toddlers wanted to build a train. 
The teacher joined them in this  
experience. 

In a Reggio-inspired program, the walls 
and environment are reserved for chil-
dren’s projects and work. Their products 
(and processes) are valued and are the 
primary displays in the classroom and 
center.

In an emergent curriculum, the teacher’s job is to carefully observe 
and interact with children to learn about their interests, perspectives, 
and desires. We use these observations to offer them experiences that 
will expand on their interests. At E&D, the schedule and planning are 
ÁH[LEOH�DQG�ÁXLG�WR�DOORZ�FKLOGUHQ�WR�PDNH�GHFLVLRQV�DERXW�WKHLU�GD\V�
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A parent explores the parachute with her infant 
daughter, another infant, and two older toddlers 
during her monthly teacher assistant (TA) shift.

A young toddler, older toddler, 
and infant roll balls along the 
see-saw.

Young toddler, toddlers, and 
infants paint on the light table.

Criteria Met

3.D.04 Teaching staff offer children opportunities to interact with children of various ages. 

The children are given opportunities everyday to engage in mixed  
age interactions. All of these opportunities are supervised to keep 
children safe and give the children valuable opportunities to learn 
from their older and younger peers.
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The child in these images is exploring the 
same or similar materials over the course 
RI�VL[�PRQWKV��$V�VKH�DJHV��VKH�ÀQGV�QHZ�
ways to use tubes and gains deeper  
understanding of their properties.

Maizy at 18 months. Maizy at 22 months.

Maizy at 26 months.

Criteria Met

3.D.05  Teachers plan for children to revisit experiences and materials over periods of 
 a. days, 
 b. weeks, and 

 c. months, 

:H�DOVR�LQYLWH�FKLOGUHQ�WR�UHÁHFW�RQ�WKHLU� 
experiences through conversations, repeated 
experiences, wall documentation, their  
diarios, and our binder of daily journals.

At Explore and Discover, we provide the 
children many different opportunities to 
explore materials over time. They work on 
interest-based learning projects that span 
days, weeks, months, and even years. 
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Individual Pairs

Small Groups Whole Group

Criteria Met

3.D.10  Teachers organize time and space on a daily basis to allow children to work or play 
 a. individually, 
 b. in pairs, 
 c. to come together in small groups, 
 d. to engage as a whole group. 
3.D.11  Teachers create opportunities for children to engage in group projects and to learn  
 from one another. 
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Criteria Met

3.E.01  Teaching staff reorganize the environment when necessary to help children explore  
 new concepts and topics, sustain their activities, and extend their learning.
3.E.02 Teachers scaffold children’s learning by: 
 a. modifying the schedule, 
 b. intentionally arranging the equipment, and 
 c. making themselves available to children
3.E.03  Teachers use children’s interest in and curiosity about the world to engage them with  
 new content and developmental skills.
3.E.04  Teachers use their knowledge of individual children to modify strategies and  
 materials to enhance children’s learning.
3.E.08  Teachers use their knowledge of children’s  
 a. social relationships, 
 b. interests, 
 c. ideas, and 
 d. skills to tailor learning opportunities for groups and individuals.

An emergent curriculum is constantly changing, based on children’s 
needs, interests, and decisions. The staff at E&D adjust scheduling, 
classroom environments, peer grouping, and interactions with 
children based on daily observations of group and individual interests.

The model above shows the relationship between assessment and curriculum in 
an emergent curriculum like the Reggio Emilia approach.
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&KLOGUHQ�ORRN�DW�ERRNV�RQ�WKHLU�PDWV�ZKLOH�WHDFKHUV�FOHDQ�XS�DQG�SUHSDUH�IRU�QDS�
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7HDFKHUV�FOHDQ�XS�QDS�PDWV�DQG�SUHSDUH�IRU�DIWHUQRRQ�SURJUDP�

�����������
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%DVHG�RQ�GDLO\�REVHUYDWLRQV��WHDFKHUV�RIIHU�PDWHULDOV�WR�H[WHQG�OHDUQLQJ���
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2XWGRRU�7LPH�

&KLOGUHQ�ZRUN�DQG�SOD\�RXWVLGH�RQ�WKH�SOD\JURXQG�

Criteria Met

3.F.01  7HDFKHUV�XVH�FXUULFXOXP�LQ�DOO�FRQWHQW�DQG�GHYHORSPHQWDO�DUHDV�DV�D�ÁH[LEOH� 
 framework for teaching and to support the development of daily plans and  
 learning experiences.
3.F.02  Play is planned for each day.

7KH�FODVVURRP�VFKHGXOHV�DUH�VXJJHVWHG�DQG�DUH�ÁH[LEOH�WR�PHHW�WKH�
needs of the children on any given day. Play is planned and part of 
everyday. 

&XUULFXOXP�SODQV�DUH�DOVR�ÁH[LEOH��EDVHG�RQ�REVHUYDWLRQV�RI�FKLOGUHQ·V�
interests and altered throughout the day based on their decisions 
and needs.
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Criteria Met

3.G.01  Teachers have and use a variety of teaching strategies that include a broad range  
 of approaches and responses.

3.G.02  Teachers use multiple sources (including results of informal and formal assessments as  
 well as children’s initiations, questions, interests, and misunderstandings) to 
 a. identify what children have learned, 
 b. adapt curriculum and teaching to meet children’s needs and interests, 
 c. foster children’s curiosity, 
 d. extend children’s engagement, 
 e. support self-initiated learning.

3.G.03 As children learn and acquire new skills, teachers a. use their knowledge of  
� FKLOGUHQ·V�DELOLWLHV�WR�ÀQH�WXQH�WKHLU�WHDFKLQJ�VXSSRUW��E��DGMXVW�FKDOOHQJHV�DV�FKLOGUHQ� 
 gain competence and understanding.

3.G.08  Teachers help children identify and use prior knowledge. They provide experiences  
 that extend and challenge children’s current understandings.

3.G.12  Teachers promote children’s engagement and learning by: 
 a. responding to their need for and interest in practicing emerging skills, and 
 b. by enhancing & expanding activities that children choose to engage in repeatedly.

All teachers at E&D have extensive knowledge and experience of 
developmental levels and how to vary their teaching strategies to 
meet the needs of all children in their classroom. Our vast observa-
tions allow us to understand where each individual child is develop-
mentally and tailor the curriculum appropriately. We base projects  
on children’s interests and offer open-ended investigations for  
children to choose how they wish to expand their learning.

We assess children’s development and interests daily through written 
observations, photos, and language samples, twice monthly through 
work samples, and twice yearly using the Ounce Scale formal  
observation assessment.
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Criteria Met

3.G.11  Teachers engage in collaborative inquiry with 
 a. individual children, and 
 b. small groups of children.

The open-ended and exploration-based curriculum at E&D lends  
itself to many moments of discussion, collaboration, and investigation 
between teachers and children. They ask questions about their  
experiences together and come up with ideas for the future.
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Criteria Met

3.G.11  Teachers are able to determine the different components of a task and break it into  
 meaningful and achievable parts.

Over time the children learn self-help tasks in small manageable 
steps. In this image, Charlie washes her hands and then dries them 
and disposes of the towel. She has learned each step separately 
and, over time, is piecing them together to independently care for 
her own hygiene.

Charlie’s teachers support her learning by talking to her about what 
she does and by breaking the tasks into achievable parts. Her  
teachers spent time with her and her peers, teaching them every 
step in the process.
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This is a photo of the Daily Journal in the 
toddler room. 

Staff members communicate daily with parents about their children’s 
day, their interests, and development. A daily journal is completed 
every day by the staff to further communication with parents through 
pictures and descriptions about the activities the class did through-
out the day. In the infant room, parents are also given a daily activ-
ity sheet. Staff write down important information on the daily activitiy 
sheet, including diaper changes, nap times, and feeding times.

There is always an opportunity for daily or at least weekly conversa-
tions between staff and families. This is typically in-person and some-
times via email, notes, or phone calls.

Two staff members discuss the 
room design with a parent.

Criteria Met

7.B.05  Program staff communicate with families on a daily basis regarding infants’ and  
 toddlers’/twos’ activities and developmental milestones, shared caregiving issues,  
 and other information that affects the well-being and development of their children.  
 Where in-person communication is not possible, program staff communicate through  
 established alternative means.


