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Relationships

Henriette’s mother Ellie, reads a book 
to Henriette and her peers during  
her teacher assistant shift.

Every family spends at least 2 hours a month in the classroom during a 
“teacher assistant” shift. 

The TA shift provides parents opportunities:
*  to be partners in their children’s education and development at home and  
 at Explore and Discover;
*  to communicate with teachers regularly;
*  to meet and interact with other children in the class;
*  to show their children that the classroom is an extension of their home and  
 family life;

*  to see classroom rules, expectations, and routines in action

Criteria Met

1.A.01  Teachers work in partnership with families, establishing and maintaining regular, on 
 going, two-way communication.

1.A.03  Teachers communicate with family members on an ongoing basis to  
 a. learn about children’s individual needs.
 b. ensure a smooth transition between home and program.

1.A.05  Teachers share information with families about classroom rules, expectations and  
 routines not only at enrollment but also as needed throughout the year.
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Relationships

Each morning families are welcomed by the teachers.

7HDFKHUV�ÀQG�RXW�DERXW�DQ\�FRQFHUQV�WKDW�IDPLOLHV�PD\�KDYH�DQG�UHDVVXUH�WKH�

families that have a hard time leaving their children.

Criteria Met

1.A.04 Teachers are sensitive to family concerns and reassure family members who are 
 concerned about leaving children in a non-family care.

A teacher helps child say good-bye to her parent.
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Relationships

Teachers treat all children with equal respect and talk with children 
about differences we may all have. They make sure they never use 
stereotypes in language. 

Each classroom has books that show differing abilities, and ethnic or cultural 
backgrounds.

Criteria Met

1.D.01  Teaching staff counter potential bias and discrimination by 
 a. treating all children with equal resect and consideration.
 b. initiating activities and discussions that build positive self-identity and    
 teach valuing of differences.
 c. intervening when children tease or reject others.
 d. providing models and visual images of adult roles, differing abilities, and ethnic or  
 cultural backgrounds that counter stereotypical limitations.
 e. avoiding stereotypes in language references.

Teacher Emily welcomes the children to touch her head.  
Emily has alopecia, a condition that prevents her from growing hair. 
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Infant Room Schedule

The schedule has time allotted for indoor and outdoor experiences, 
rest, play, creativity, large and small group experiences, and child-
initiated activities. Our schedules are not rigid, though. They are a 
basis to allow the children to have some idea of what to expect next 
throughout their day. They are simply guidelines, and are adjusted as 
needed throughout the day, based on the needs and interests of the 
children. 

Criteria Met

2.A.07  The curriculum guides the development of a daily schedule that is predictable yet  
� ÁH[LEOH�DQG�UHVSRQVLYH�WR�LQGLYLGXDO�QHHGV�RI�WKH�FKLOGUHQ���7KH�VFKHGXOH�
 a. provides time and support for transitions.
 b. includes both indoor and outdoor experiences.
 c. is responsive to a child’s need to rest or be active.

2.A.11  The schedule  
 a. provides children learning opportunities, experiences, and projects that extend  
 over the course of several days and incorporates time for:
 b. play
 c. creative expression
 d. large-group
 e. small-group and
 f. child-initiated activity
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(DFK�FODVVURRP�LQFOXGHV�PDWHULDOV�UHÁHFWLQJ�WKH�GLYHUVLW\�
found in society, including baby dolls and books including 
people of various races and ethnicities. There are also 
PDWHULDOV�VXFK�DV�ERRNV��WR\V��DQG�LPDJHV�UHÁHFWLQJ�WKH�
different roles people may have in their homes and society.

Criteria Met

2.A.08  0DWHULDOV�DQG�HTXLSPHQW�XVHG�WR�LPSOHPHQW�WKH�FXUULFXOXP�UHÁHFW�WKH�OLYHV�RI� 
 the children and families as well as the diversity found in society, including 
 a. gender, 
 b. age, 
 c. language, and 
 d. abilities
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The teachers at E&D offer open ended environments and  
provocations that allow for self-initiated movement, the development 
of coordination, balance and perceptual-motor integration. 

The above images show the infant classroom and playground and examples of 
FKLOGUHQ�XVLQJ�WKH�VSDFHV�IRU�JURVV��DQG�ÀQH�PRWRU�DFWLYLWLHV�

Criteria Met

2.C.01  Infants and toddlers/twos are provided 
 a. an environment that allows them to move freely and achieve mastery of their 
 bodies through self-initiated movement.

 They have multiple opportunities to practice emerging skills in
 b. coordination, movement, and balance, and
 C. perceptual-motor integration



NAEYC Accreditation CurriculumClassroom Portfolio:
Infant

The infant teachers offer a variety of open-ended experiences and 
HQJDJLQJ�PDWHULDOV�WKDW�FKLOGUHQ�PD\�XVH�WR�GHYHORS�WKHLU�ÀQH�PRWRU�
skills. 

Criteria Met

2.C.02�� ,QIDQWV�DQG�WRGGOHUV�WZRV�KDYH�PXOWLSOH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�GHYHORS�ÀQH�PRWRU�VNLOOV� 
� E\�DFWLQJ�RQ�WKHLU�HQYLURQPHQWV�XVLQJ�WKHLU�KDQGV�DQG�ÀQJHUV�LQ�D�YDULHW\�RI�DJH� 
 appropriate ways.

7KH�DERYH�LPDJHV�LOOXVWUDWH�VRPH�RI�WKH�PDQ\�ÀQH�PRWRU�
experiences available in the infant room. 
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Criteria Met

2.D.02  Children are provided opportunities to experience oral and written communication  
 in a language their families uses or understands.

2.D.04  Children have varied opportunities to develop vocabulary through conversations,   
� H[SHULHQFHV��ÀHOG�WULSV��DQG�ERRNV�

An infant looks at a 
book of photos of chil-
dren in her peer group.

The infants go through a 
buggy ride through the 
neighborhood.

The infants have a daily 
group time together 
where they sing songs 
and read stories.

At E&D, teachers, parents, and children incorporate language and 
OLWHUDF\�LQWR�HYHU\�DFWLYLW\�DQG�HYHU\�PRPHQW�RI�WKH�GD\��6SHFLÀF�
activities are intentionally planned to promote language and literacy 
skills. However, most of the learning comes from child-initiated ex-
ploration of materials, combined with conversations with peers and 
adults during exploration.

All parents and children at Explore and Discover speak English. When 
families use other languages, we work with them to incorporate those 
languages into classroom activities. Often, parents come to E&D to 
teach staff and other children their languages and culture.
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7KH�DERYH�LPDJHV�VKRZ�WKH�LQIDQW�WHDFKHU�VLQJLQJ�VRQJV�DQG�ÀQJHU�SOD\V�DQG�
the variety of books the infant children can access in any given day. 

7KH�WHDFKHUV�DW�(	'�DUH�FRPPLWWHG�WR�RIIHULQJ�ERWK�ÀQJHU�SOD\�� 
rhyming and singing experiences everyday and various book and  
representational exposure.

Criteria Met

2.E.01 Infants  have varied opportunities to experience songs, rhymes, routine games, and   
 books through
 a. individualized play that includes simple rhymes, songs, and interactive games
 b. daily opportunities for each child to hear and respond to various types of books,  
 including picture books, wordless books and books and rhymes
 C. access to durable books that enable children’s independent exploration
 d. experiences that help them understand that pictures represent real things in their  
 environment.
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Explore and Discover makes a variety of materials available to the 
children at all times, including materials of various size, shapes, pat-
terns, quantities, and colors. The toddler room is currently working on 
D�SURMHFW�DURXQG�PRPHQWXP�WKDW�VXSSRUWV�WKHLU�OHDUQLQJ�RI�VFLHQWLÀF�
and mathematical concepts.

Criteria Met

2.F.01  Infants and toddlers/twos are provided varied opportunities and materials to 
 a. use language, gestures, and materials to convey mathematical concepts such as  
 more and less and big and small.  
 b. see and touch different shapes, sizes, colors, and patterns.  
 c. build number awareness, using objects in the environment. 
 d. read books that include counting and shapes.

2.G.01 Infants and toddlers/twos are provided varied opportunities and materials to 
 a. use their senses to learn about objects in the environment. 
 b. discover that they can make things happen and solve simple problems.
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The Reggio approach focuses on creative expression in many forms. 
We believe that children express themselves with over a hundred  
languages, including through art, music, dance, drama, construction, 
and written/oral language.

Criteria Met

2.J.01  Children are provided varied opportunities to gain an appreciation of 
 a. art, 
 b music, 
 c. drama, and 
 d. GDQFH�LQ�ZD\V�WKDW�UHÁHFW�FXOWXUDO�GLYHUVLW\�
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At Explore and Discover, we believe that infants are an important  
part of our community and should be treated as valued, capable 
members. We give infants many varied, daily opportunities to interact 
with peers of varied ages. They have time to meet their older peers in 
the classrooms and outside.

To enhance their cognitive development and add to their social  
understanding, we also provide materials so they may engage with 
UHÁHFWLRQV�DQG�SKRWRV�RI�WKHPVHOYHV��SHHUV��DQG�IDPLOLDU�DGXOWV��$V�
WKH\�JURZ��WKH\�ZLOO�OHDUQ�ZKDW�WKHVH�SLFWXUHV�DQG�UHÁHFWLRQV�UHSUHVHQW�

Finally, the teachers at E&D use language to help children learn 
about themselves. We interact with infants one-on-one and in groups, 
talking and playing with them as they develop. This teaches them 
that they are valued and loved.

Criteria Met

2.L.01 Children are provided varied learning opportunities that foster positive identity and  
 an emerging sense of 
 a. self and 
 b. others.
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E&D curriculum 
model 
(observation 
and 
documentation 
are crucial 
elements.)

Sample observation and 
planning form

Criteria Met

3.A.01  Teaching staff, program staff or both work as a team to implement daily teaching  
 and learning activities, including Individualized Family Service Plans (IFSPs),  
 Individualized Education Programs (IEPs), and other individual plans as needed.

None of the toddlers currently enrolled at E&D have IFSPs. 

The toddler teaching team meets formally for half an hour a week to 
discuss their observations for the week and to plan for environmental 
changes, projects, and investigations.

Observations include the following: children’s development, chil-
dren’s comfort in the classroom, group and individual interests, how 
children are using the materials available, new materials that would 
be useful, environmental changes, where the children are in the in-
vestigation, follow-up provocations, documentation possibilities, ways 
to include families, and ways to meet the needs of individualized 
needs of children. 

Teachers also have informal or unscheduled time during the week 
(usually during nap or on Thursdays when E&D has an extra staff 
member) to work on documentation and planning.
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Erica tries to climb the 
stairs covered in snow. 
The teacher is near for 
support if she falls, but 
does not interfere as 
Erica challenges herself 
physically.

Infants of different ages 
interact and learn 
about each other.

Erica learns to walk to her caregiver.

The Reggio Emilia approach is based on a strong image of the child. 
The teachers at E&D believe that children are strong, competent, 
and autonomous. It is our job to offer assistance and support when 
needed and to respect their natural inclinations to learn to care for 
themselves and to challenge themselves to grow and learn. We  
support them as they learn to care about their emotions and as they 
develop empathy. They are given opportunities to practice these 
skills and prove their competencies everyday. 

Criteria Met

3.B.02 Teaching staff create and maintain a setting in which children of differing abilities can 
progress, with guidance, toward increasing levels of 
 a. autonomy,  b. responsibility, and  c. empathy.
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Criteria Met

3.D.04 Teaching staff offer children opportunities to interact with children of various ages. 

The children are given opportunities everyday to engage in mixed  
age interactions. All of these opportunities are supervised to keep 
children safe and give the children valuable opportunities to learn 
from their older and younger peers.

A parent explores the parachute 
with her infant daughter, anoth-
er infant, and two older toddlers 
during her monthly teacher assis-
tant (TA) shift.

A young toddler, older  
toddler, and infant roll balls 
along the see-saw.

Young toddler, toddlers,  
and infants paint on the  
light table.
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Criteria Met

3.D.05  Teachers plan for children to revisit experiences and materials over periods of 
 a. days, 
 b. weeks, and 

 c. months, 

The child in these images is exploring painting in different ways over 
the course of a year. 

Erica at 9 months Erica at a year

:H�DOVR�LQYLWH�FKLOGUHQ�WR�UHÁHFW�RQ�WKHLU� 
experiences through conversations, repeated  
experiences, wall documentation, their  
diarios, and our binder of daily journals.

At Explore and Discover, we provide the children 
many different opportunities to explore  
materials over time. They work on interest-based 
learning projects that span days, weeks, months, 
and even years. 
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Criteria Met

3.D.06  Teachers organize time and space on a daily basis to offer infants opportunities to play  

 a. individually,  
 b. in pairs,  
 c. small groups. 

Individual

Pairs

Small Groups
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Criteria Met

3.E.01  Teaching staff reorganize the environment when necessary to help children explore  
 new concepts and topics, sustain their activities, and extend their learning.
3.E.02 Teachers scaffold children’s learning by: 
 a. modifying the schedule, 
 b. intentionally arranging the equipment, and 
 c. making themselves available to children
3.E.03  Teachers use children’s interest in and curiosity about the world to engage them with  
 new content and developmental skills.
3.E.04  Teachers use their knowledge of individual children to modify strategies and  
 materials to enhance children’s learning.
3.E.08  Teachers use their knowledge of children’s  
 a. social relationships, 
 b. interests, 
 c. ideas, and 
 d. skills to tailor learning opportunities for groups and individuals.

An emergent curriculum is constantly changing, based on children’s 
needs, interests, and decisions. The staff at E&D adjust scheduling, 
classroom environments, peer grouping, and interactions with 
children based on daily observations of group and individual interests.

The model above shows the relationship between assessment and curriculum in 
an emergent curriculum like the Reggio Emilia approach.
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Criteria Met

3.F.01  7HDFKHUV�XVH�FXUULFXOXP�LQ�DOO�FRQWHQW�DQG�GHYHORSPHQWDO�DUHDV�DV�D�ÁH[LEOH� 
 framework for teaching and to support the development of daily plans and  
 learning experiences.
3.F.02  Play is planned for each day.

7KH�FODVVURRP�VFKHGXOHV�DUH�VXJJHVWHG�DQG�DUH�ÁH[LEOH�WR�PHHW�WKH�
needs of the children on any given day. Play is planned and part of 
everyday. 

&XUULFXOXP�SODQV�DUH�DOVR�ÁH[LEOH��EDVHG�RQ�REVHUYDWLRQV�RI�FKLOGUHQ·V�
interests and altered throughout the day based on their decisions 
and needs.
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Criteria Met

3.G.01  Teachers have and use a variety of teaching strategies that include a broad range  
 of approaches and responses.

3.G.02  Teachers use multiple sources (including results of informal and formal assessments as  
 well as children’s initiations, questions, interests, and misunderstandings) to 
 a. identify what children have learned, 
 b. adapt curriculum and teaching to meet children’s needs and interests, 
 c. foster children’s curiosity, 
 d. extend children’s engagement, 
 e. support self-initiated learning.

3.G.03 As children learn and acquire new skills, teachers a. use their knowledge of  
� FKLOGUHQ·V�DELOLWLHV�WR�ÀQH�WXQH�WKHLU�WHDFKLQJ�VXSSRUW��E��DGMXVW�FKDOOHQJHV�DV�FKLOGUHQ� 
 gain competence and understanding.

3.G.08  Teachers help children identify and use prior knowledge. They provide experiences  
 that extend and challenge children’s current understandings.

3.G.12  Teachers promote children’s engagement and learning by: 
 a. responding to their need for and interest in practicing emerging skills, and 
 b. by enhancing & expanding activities that children choose to engage in repeatedly.

All teachers at E&D have extensive knowledge and experience of 
developmental levels and how to vary their teaching strategies to 
meet the needs of all children in their classroom. Our vast observa-
tions allow us to understand where each individual child is develop-
mentally and tailor the curriculum appropriately. We base projects  
on children’s interests and offer open-ended investigations for  
children to choose how they wish to expand their learning.

We assess children’s development and interests daily through written 
observations, photos, and language samples, twice monthly through 
work samples, and twice yearly using the Ounce Scale formal  
observation assessment.
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Criteria Met

3.G.06  Teachers observe infants and exchange information about their abilities with their   
 families and with other professionals (after getting family consent) who are involved  
 with the infant’s care. Teachers use the information to plan opportunities and provide  
 materials that challenge infants to develop socially, physically, linguistically, and   
 cognitively.

Teachers base their planning and knowledge of children on observa-
tions, photos, language samples, and conversations with co-teachers 
and families. We have daily opportunities to talk with each child’s 
family members and also communicate with them through daily 
notes and daily journals.

We record many observations in daily journals and twice monthly  
diario entries. These are kept in visible locations for all parents, teach-
HUV��DQG�FKLOGUHQ�WR�UHÁHFW�RQ�WKH�H[SHULHQFHV�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW� 
recorded. Teachers then use these observations and conversations to 
plan for future experiences.

6FHQHV�IURP�RXU�GD\
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WRR�VXUH�DERXW�WKH�VOLP\�
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� $ELJDLO�H[SORUHV�SDLQW�ZLWK�KHU�KDQGV��3DLQWLQJ�KHOSV�LQ�
IDQWV�GHYHORS�KDQG�H\H�FRRUGLQDWLRQ��ÀQH�PRWRU�VNLOOV�DQG�
VSDFLDO�VNLOOV��7KURXJK�SDLQWLQJ�WKH\�FDQ�OHDUQ�DERXW�FRORUV�
DQG�VKDSHV��3DLQWLQJ�DOVR�GHYHORSV�LPDJLQDWLRQ��FUHDWLYLW\�
DQG�HPRWLRQDO�LQWHOOLJHQFH��

An infant daily journal An infant’s diario



NAEYC Accreditation TeachingClassroom Portfolio:
Infant

Staff use a variety of ongoing assessment methods, including daily journals, 
portfolios, developmental checklists, photos, videos, language samples, and 
anecdotal observations. 

The informal assessments are typically used for curriculum planning. During a 
FODVV�SURMHFW�RQ�UHÁHFWLRQ��IRU�H[DPSOH��WHDFKHUV�FROOHFWHG�SKRWRV�DQG� 
REVHUYDWLRQV�DV�HYLGHQFH�RI�WKDW�FKLOGUHQ�QRWLFHG�WKHLU�UHÁHFWLRQV�LQ�VXUIDFHV�

Observations are discussed at weekly team meetings to inform classroom 
planning.

Criteria Met

4.B.05  Staff-developed assessment methods 
 a. are aligned with curriculum goals; 
 b. provide an accurate picture of all children’s abilities and progress; 
 c. are appropriate and valid for their stated purposes; 
 d. provide meaningful and stable results for all learners, including English-language  
 learners and children with special needs; 
 e. provide teachers with clear ideas for curriculum development and daily planning;   
 f. are regularly reviewed to be certain that they are providing the needed information.
4.C.02 Teachers assess the developmental progress of each child across all developmental  
 areas, using a variety of instruments and multiple data sources that address the  
 program’s curriculum areas. Staff with diverse expertise and skills collect information  
 across the full range of children’s experiences.
4.C.03  Teachers refer to curriculum goals and developmental expectations when  
 interpreting assessment data.

A child looks at a binder of daily jour-
nals. The binder is always available 
for parents, teachers, and children 

WR�XVH�WR�UHÁHFW�RQ�SDVW�H[SHULHQFHV�
and gain ideas for the future.

Teachers use photos, such as the one 
above, to gain information about 
children’s learning and develop-
ment. The photo above documents a 
child’s early steps towards a teacher.
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Staff members communicate daily with parents about their children’s day, their 
interests, and development. A daily journal is completed every day by the staff 
to further communication with parents through pictures and descriptions about 
the activities the class did throughout the day. In the infant room, parents are 
also given a daily activity sheet. Staff write down important information on the 
daily activity sheet, including diaper changes, nap times, and feeding times.

There is always an opportunity for daily or at least weekly conversations be-
tween staff and families. This is typically in-person and sometimes via email, 
notes, or phone calls.

Criteria Met

7.B.05  Program staff communicate with families on a daily basis regarding infants’ and  
 toddlers’/twos’ activities and developmental milestones, shared caregiving issues,  
 and other information that affects the well-being and development of their children.  
 Where in-person communication is not possible, program staff communicate through  
 established alternative means.

To the left is a photo of the Daily Journal in the infant room. The picture on the 
right is of the Infant Daily Activity Sheet. 


